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jokingly / resembles / snapshots 7 unknowingly / offensive

The palm-forward“V”sign, formed by raising and spre
ading the first two fingers1 ,has three different meanin
gs in American culture.The most popular meaning of t
he“V”sign was invented in 1941 by a Belgian, Victor D
e Lavalaye. Wanting a symbol for resistance to the Na
zi2 occupation, he came up with the single letter“V”,
which stood not only for his own first name3, but also
for English victory, Flemish virijheid, and French victoi
re. The symbolism of the sign spread very quickly, and
Winston Churchill4 used it constantly in public appear
ance. Thus throughout the 1940 s and 1950 s, the ges
ture meant simply“victory”.The second meaning came
in the 1960 s. Because of its military implication, Ame
ricanantiwar protestors used the sign sarcastically ag
ainst the arms, so that it became known as the“ peac
e sign”. In the 1970s, the“

essee hE ] TF3:40
<{EE [F)iE47 4+

RS EEARIEEAR-F RV
R
2017-09-05 15:40

The palm-forward“V"sign, formed by raising and spre
ading the first two fingers1 ,has three different meanin
gs in American culture.The most popular meaning of t
he"“V”sign was invented in 1941 by a Belgian, Victor D
e Lavalaye. Wanting a symbol for resistance to the Na
zi2 occupation, he came up with the single letter“v”,

which stood not only for his own first name3, but also
for English victory, Flemish virijheid, and French victoi
re. The symbolism of the sign spread very quickly, and
Winston Churchill4 used it constantly in public appear
ance. Thus throughout the 1840 s and 1950 s, the ges
ture meant simply “victory” . The second meaning came
in the 1960 s. Because of its military implication, Ame
ricanantiwar protestors used the sign sarcastically ag
ainst the arms, so that it became known as the" peac
e sign”. In the 1970s, the“V”sign , which had lost its

military implication, was a common greeting among fr
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